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WHY I have translated the following Pamphlet 
s easily told; I think it contains many strong Truths 
which deserve the attention of ni Country; much 
reasoning extremely cogent and powerful, conveyed | 
in language close, dignified, and energetic. The ar- | 
dour ought not to displease, for it is the effervescence ' 
of FREEDOM :---The haughty spirit of its remon- 
strance will be here I think admired; it is the proper 
Pride of PATRIOTIC FEELING :---For myself, I 
claim merely indulgence for the rapidity with which 
I have necessarily rendered a temporary subject. 


July 1, 1790. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


ä EDITED DEE ET 


I KNOW not if it be necessary to offer the Truths 
contained in this pamphlet, at the Tribune of the 
NATIONAL ASSEMBLY. 


That illustrious Body may, perhaps, deem the 
first resolutions proposed to them io be in that class, 
whit bas been confided to the care of Government 
by the Constitution. The National Assembly is. 
merely obliged to-consider those propositions recom- 
mended to them by the Sovereign ;---and though the 
object of the wished for deiiberation might be of the 
last importance, it is extremely probable, that they 
might decide against the propriety of their attending 
fo the subyect. 


J am equally ignorant whether these reflections 
ought to be addressed to the King and bis Mixis- 
TERS---tbere is certainly a delicacy in a Member of 
the Legislative Pody offering to the Ministry con. 
Siderations ¶ this nature—though I might propose 
them in the utmost purity of intention, there would 
be beings sufficiently cbaritable to calumniale my 


motives, by deciding of my mind * the knows 
ledge of their own. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


The DreniTY, SAFETY, PowER—nay the Ex- 
 ISTENCE of my Country are the objects of these sheets. 


J address myself therefore to the great body of 
my FELLow CITIZENS.—T hey among them, who 
feel themselves from duty influenced in ber Prosþe- 
rity, will attend to my address. 


De period of mysterious politics is past. That of Z 
à more open, firm, decisive character is arrived — 4 
biding no one motive of resolve—unmasking openly 
the combinations of its adversaries—and freely de- 
claring its intention to counteract, and the means of 


Such counteraction :—These Times are happily, at 
length, arrived. 


CHAPTER I. 


The Intentions of England. 


Enxcranp forms with incredible expedition 
a mighty Armament. 


She, in consequence of Treaty, claims an- 


other from Holland, destined to interrupt the 


naval stores that we might derive from the 
Baltic. 

The British ministry seem anxiously to de- 
sire a war. Already they have expended 
Twenty Millions (of Livres) in their own 
ports, and we know not what sum with 
their allies. The commerce of that nation, 
S0 deservedly dear, is interrupted and les- 
Sened---their seamen are violently dragged 
from their merchantmen. They have dis- 
solved a Parliament, apparently not sufh- 
ciently warlike, to assemble another dis- 
posed to refuse them neither treasure nor 
bload; and if they are to be credited, this 
preparation, this trouble, these actual charges 
of Wan, have merely for their object a 
quarrel of the glightest importance, in which 
two contraband ships are seized to the north 
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of California, upon a coast of which Spain 
had taken possession some time before, and 
where after a voyage of more than six 
thousand leagues thither, and a similar dis- 
tance thence, the utmost to be obtained was 
a miserable commerce of skins with a set of 
Savages.---This grand subject of contest 
even exists not noto, for Spain has restored 
the two ships. | 
The English nation is notwithstandin 
neither irrational nor impolitic- her Admi- 
nistration is enlightened and discerning--- 
her PxiME MINISTER is a man of powerful 
talents, and of fame equal to his abilities. 
Reparation for the damage suffered by the 
owners of these vessels is not her object 
the freedom of navigation at Noor KA SoUND 
is not more her object than the former. 
Whatever motive be assigned for the conduct 
of that Nation, it ought not to be of small 
consequence, seeing that it exacts from her 
as its support such important sacrifices. 
The British minister, then, not yet clearly 
and explicitly stating his real object, we 
must divine it in his preparations---and I 
proceed to make that declaration in his stead. 
ENGLAND has proposed to Spain a Treaty 
of Commerce extremely advantageous for 
Great Britain injurious to the commerce of 
FRANCE, and also to the commerce of the 
SPANISH NATION, 
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Seain has absolutely determined against 
framing any such Treaty. 

England therefore by terror endeavours 
to obtain, either that, or a treaty perhaps 
still more advantageous she, in fact, aims 
at the enjoy ment of an exclusive commerce 
with Spain, similar to that which she has 
possessed with Portugal. She wishes more .= 
than than this---through the medium of an 1 
unimportant commerce with North « alifornia | * 
to assure herselt of that indirect commerce | 
with PER of the utmost importance, as the 
means to foment those Sꝑpirioxs there, 
which are already too apparent. 

If Spain be not blinded to her designs, 
England seizes also upon this circumstance 
to sound as it were the temper and political 
feelings of the new Kingdom of FRANcR. 

She has her friends there, whom she at- tac lei 

Aae by most powerful inducements in 
the CAPITAL-—in the PROVINcEs, and in all 
our PokTs. The CHATELET and the muni- 
cipality of PARIS—-the events of MaRr- 
SEILLES---all have certified this to the 
National Assembly. 

The exchange, rendered so excessively 
unfavourable, by our bad administration of 
commerce and of negotiation---by the destruc- 
tion of the external barriers of theKingdom--- 
but above all by the drawing from our Fuxps 

those sums lodged there by other Nations, 
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and the forced operations to procure Monty 
in the Capital---the exchange, I say, has 
been kept up by that Sexcte, either circu- 
lated by England directly among us, or in- 
directly through Holland, in places, where 
(to use their own language to their Parlia- 
ment) they have found it expedient for the 
interests of the BRITISH EMPIRE. 

She wishes to determine whether our mo- 
mentary embarrassments of FIN ANCE---our 
internal troubles---the influence of her 
agents---the animosity of, our parties, or 
the delirmm of an egotistic philosophy, will 
not oblige us to renounce our treaties, and 
abandon our allies. Already she has disse- 
minated that the Family Compact is at 
tc present by no means binding, that it was 
e originally a convention between the Fa- 
« milies of Princes, with which the people 
« have nothing to do.” She has deemed 
that the levity of Frenchmen, now dissipating 
fast, is yet subsisting, and would prevent 


their proper consideration of the Treaty —— 


construe it as a mere custom of Etiquette, 


and hinder their remarking that it actually 


1S=--< -a TREATY FOR THE SAFEGUARD OF 
* THE RESPECTIVE TERRITORIES OF THE 
CONFEDERATE NATIONS, WHICH FORMER= 
LY POSSESSED NO OTHER MEANS OF DE= 
CLARING THEIR PUBLIC RESOLVES, AND 
DELIBERATING UPON THEIR SEVERAL IN- 
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© T ERESTS F; THAT IT IS A LEAGUE HAVING 
© FOR ITS OBJECT THE FORuING ONE FA- 
C MILXY OF rouR NATIONS, - WHOSE PRINCES 
«© DESCEND-PROM HENRY THE GOOD. |; 

She designs, if we? fall unheeding Into 
the snare, and, in consequence of our aban- 
donment, if Spain do not yield to her re- 
quisitions, to overpower; that generous Mo- 
narchy by a prompt and vigorous war 
come to the result of Commerce, which is the 
principal motive of, hex armament ; and in 
fine fall upon France deprived, in her turn, 
of that Al Ex she has deserted strip us 
of our possessions in IX DIA and AMERICA : 
destroy our Marine and our Comnierce - 
ruin our Ports; and reduce us merely to a 
Continental Power :===6Xcite - other"| Enemies 
to 'oppress us; tor” weakness never wants a 


Foe---and put us absolutely in-a'state, which 


can Ooppose nothing to the demands of that 
Country, be\they what they may. 

In this plan Which, tome, appears hrani- 
fest; and Which a child in polities might 
perceive as clearly as I do- it is unquestion- 
ably with muck sincerity, that England as- 
sures us That Her actual Arniament! 18 


* by no means directed against wg--that- 


e she desires to maintain (for the present) 
« inviolate the good understanding $0 hap- 
« pily subsisting between the two Nations.” 


No, no, our turn 15 not you come and al- 
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though the Spanish nation be valiant, potuer- 


f;ul, reputable—it is clear, that she had ra- 


ther much make war upon Spain than upon 
France and yet more clear, prefer the en- 


gaging us singly to the attacking us both 


united. 


But, however this may be the inclination 
of ENGLAND, it ought not to be ouss. 


IIS 
CHAPTER II. 
What ought to be the Oljef of France. 
Ou object ought to be, by no means, to 


lose our Commerce with Spain, which is the 


most important we possess. We ought not to 
suffer this to pass over to a rival Power. We 
ought to maintain our title to FiDELITY in the 
political conventions of the Family Compact, 
to oblige Spain, more punctually than she has 
hitherto done, to conform to its spirit and 
provisions relative to commerce. 

We aught to combat before we suffer our- 
selves to be defrauded. Success in Naval 
Hostilities depends upon the number of ves- 
sels and that of seamen with which they may 
be manned. Under these two aspects the 
Crowns of FRANCE and SPAIN, with the 
United States of AMERICA, their allies, are 
Superior to England even joined to Holland ; 
Separately, however, neither of these pow- 
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ers at sea are able to resist the force of England 
alone. If we have not therefore existing an 
alliance with Spain ancient and sacred, 1t 1s 
necessary we should form one to maintain the 
equilibrium of Maritime Force, and to pre- 
serve the distant parts of the Empire. 

I know it bas been said, and may again 
be said by our writers, what has been heard 
in the National Assembly, That it is not 
* necessary to have any distant posses- 
* $10ns---that our colonies of any kind 
« whatever are but an expensive burthen, 
« and that on other accounts we need not 
* allies atall ;” even against England whose 
first step, perfectly parallel with this falla- 
cious discourse, has been to arm against us, 
the STADTHOLDER her Ally, by her made 
the despotic Sovereign of Holland, and that 
Country which she has reduced under his 
authority. 

Nothing therefore would be more reason- 
able than these doctrines from the mouth 
of a Britism Ambassador. 

With respect to those WRT ERS and ORA“ 
ToRs of France, who reason thus, and chal- 
lenge our applause for such reasoning, will 
they dare advance that we have no need of 
BOURDEAUX —- MARSEILLES=== NANTES === 
Roven---HAvRE de GRAcE---ST. MALO--- 
L' ORIENT --- ROCHELLE - BAYONNE === 
DvuNx1RK ?---1f we lose our Colonies the 
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greater part of our Ports are destroyed 


and — which the destruction may not 
be total will have left a mere shadow of 
OpurENcE and GRANDEUR that are passed 
arvay! Bankrupts accumulating upon Bank- 
ruptcies will annihilate our capitals and ma- 
nufactures te pride of our arts--- the honours 
of our industry. All those sources of power, 
all those means of wealth, transmitted from 
our parents as our inherfrance; confided by 
the people to the National Assembly, and 
fondly expected to flourish under the gui- 
ding hands of their representatives, Will be 
completely and speedily involved in ruin! 
Bur what, before every other object, we 
Should attend to, is, to dignify our rst steps 
towards intereourse with other nations, by 
FipELIT v, by F1RMNEsSs, and by HoxouR,--- 
and to demonstrate that tke French of 
FRANCE are not to be judged: of by the 
French in London, nor by those Correspon- 
dents which they have vent; or suffered to 
remain in their country | 
That it is not true, that our political 
puissance is destroyed or even impuired; that 
a fe internal disorders excited industriously 
by ennssaries---by letters and by money, 
proceeding from certain enemies of the 
public go as nothing in the account=--that, 
on the contrary, we have established a 
POWER truly NATIOXAE, Which will never 
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suffer another Nation to prescribe to us our 


Laws, nor arbitrarily to trouble the repose 
of any people, which may have founded its 
Security upon our alhance. 

M. de Vol xRx, with much dignity, has 
said, that We make our Entree into the 
“Universe The opinion that Universe is 
to form of us, depends upon ourselves — 
let the event be as it may, it is happy for a 
new people, with such energies as ours, by 
the circumstances of the Tins, and the im- 


prudent MBH], of its neighbours, to be 
called forth, to distinguish and to establisb, 


even in the infancy of its constitution, that 
CHARACTER which is to be respected among 
the nations of the earth, NOW—-and FOR 
EVER. | 


CHAPTER III. 


Considerations which ought to determine ibe In- 
clinations of France. 


I say not that War is any thing but the 
«Sonrge of MAN -I Say not that in the infſiction 
of so heavy a calamity upen others, we ought 
not in our turn to aer and to mart.. Isay not 
that numbers of citizens estimable and worthy 
our esteem, are sacrificed in its progress —- 
for with such horrors is it attended that 
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whatever be best and dearest must inevitably 
be exposed, and a part as inevitably lost. 


The flower of man as to figure, and still 
more $0 as to mind, will be sent out to com- 


bat and to die---the feebler go not at all. 


I say not that a War would consume less 
than a third or a balf of those passe ssions, here- 
tofore ecclesiastic, which might be much 
better employed, if it pleased our neigh- 
bours to permit us to be at peace. 

I say, on the contrary, that we should 
Shun a War as earnestly as possible; but 
that it should be shunned by means likely 
to accomplish that object, not by those 
which can only plunge us into one irresistibly. 

To avoid is by no means to FLY. It is 
generally from cowardice that we yield, that 
we recede, that we run away, but all of these 
often originate in FoLLY. Weakness and 
Terror are stupid passions counteracting their 
design; they double always the insolence of 
their adversaries, and the real danger of the 
opposed object. It is ridiculous therefore 
to think that peace would be ours by sayin 
to the English---* They are at liberty to ac 
« as they please; that they have nothing ta 
« dread on our part, and that most as- 
“ suredly we neither shall nor wish to enter 


into War.“ -If it were possible that a 


PEOPLE like ours; a NATIONAL ASSEMBLY 
like ours; a KING like ours; could thus 


surrender up our GLory and our FRIENDS 
to the sword of the Usurper ; with infinitely 
more certainty might we expect a War, and 
expect it too at that moment, when it might 
lease the English nation to commence one. 
When she had augmented her own re- 
sources and diminished ours, we might then 
indeed depend upon hostilities, infinitely 
more terrible, infinitely more disastrous:. 
we might then indeed rely upon a Wax, and 
find it necessarily FATAL. | 
Let us not imagine that we can move a 
BriTisn MixIsrER by the language of the 
MoRALIST, if he listened to morals would 
he sport with the fate of three Empires; 
the deaths of a million of men ; the loss of 
three millions of money for a subject so fu- 
tile as that which now hurries him to arms; 
would he expose these simply for the doubt- 
ful advantagesof a Treaty of Commerce. We 
can never imagine he would be mollified b 
pity. He would laugh at our philosophic_ 
genuflections ---and if he did not laugh 
would. not his Country become the object of 
OUR commiseration? | 181128 
Let us not suppose the people of England 
influenced by that esteem with which cer- 
tain of our Don EES may have inspired 
them; or that they desire to leave us peace- 
ably, to finish the grand experiment of our 


ConsTITUT10N=--it is that Constitution they 
dread. © © 1 . 
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No, we shall determine that people to 
follow the impulse of its nalural magnani- 
mity---we shall call their attention more di- 
rectly to their ministry, and its ambitious 
designs, in clearly convincing them, that it 
is above their strength to impede our pro- 
gress and, at the moment when like the 
Shell-fish* we form with extreme and painful 
toil a net CUIRASSE, larger and more im- 
penetrable than the old one, that in the 
anxiety naturally attending this surprising 
operation, the HAND is yet sufficiently pow- 
erful to prevent the Bopy being braved with 
impunity. 

We shall influence their resolutions in 
Shewing them, that we have well weighed 
their designs, their means-—and also our 
owN-: that we know ſextremely well they 


wish to negociate with us until the month 


of NoVE MEER, to give their Seamen time 
to return to their Country; that they desire 
not we should take part in the quarrel in the 
month of Jul x, because then their Merchant- 
men axe at our mercy; that in the end their 
intention is to strike at our interests at the 
extremities of the world, that they may 
disperse our Forces from their vicinage, as 
they feel a repugnance to receive our visit 
at home. Let us add too, that on our part 


The author says Lebster-— this, however, ous delicacy 
ne souffre pas, as a Frenchman would say. 
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we have sufficient to do to direct ourselves 
by their counsels and by those of their 
friends; that sincerely do we wish for Peace, 
but if they give us not the most incontes- 
table proof of similar desire, and if we can 
no longer doubt of the necessity to combat, 
that then we will attend, for that neither 
their convenience nor their plans-— that we 
shall adopt and fulfil our own---that we 
Mall carry on the war with discernment and 
capability, both as to the direfion and the 
manner. 

We shall decide them in the warning, that 
if they do force us upon our first National 
War, not sought after on our parts---it they, 
upon the supposition, that we are imbecile 
and abused, wantonly attack our AL LIES or 
OURSELVEs---the SWORD once drawn, they 
will not be able to force it back into its 
scabbard when they deem it necessary. 
We shall not forget that this war originated 
in their weak supposal, that we were easily 
deceived or conquered; and in their reli- 


ance upon their riches, their credit, and their 


vessels ; that we wish to dry up such a source 
of dissention between us; and that, in course, 


peace cannot be again cemented, but when 


their * BANK shall have become bankrupt, and 


all their Marine Arsenals are utterly des- 
troyed. 


* A tolerable pun this for a Frenchman, g 
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This we are able to do; and this stile of 
negotiation, as it would he veritable, would 
at the same time be efficacious. | 
It should be strengthened also by MEA- 
SURES necessary to justify the style. 

Those measures and instructions, accord- 
ant with such Negotiation, shall be disco- 


vered with much simplicity in the following 
Chapter. 


CHAPTER IV. 


Negotiation with the Court of London jor the 
preservation of Peace. 


Tais Negotiation ought to have two 
branches, viz. © What is to be done at home 
to give us a consequence suitable to our 
language; and What is to be said to the 
Court of Loxpox.” 

It was formerly a rule in politics, that, 
whenever ENGLAND armed, FRANCE should 
fit out a number of vessels precisely equal. 
She can always do this in the first campaign, 
because then the seamen of that nation are 
dispersed. She can also render always this 
first campaign decisive, if she knew how to 
conduct it with vigor and with wisdom. 

proposed this provisionary measure to the 
National Assembly: the amendment contain- 
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ing my proposition was rejected, as treating 
of the fact before the RIOHT was decided, 

By their decision upon that question the 
Assembly has entrusted to the prudence of 
the King all suitable Preparations. It is 
possible that our M inistry may have regard- 


ed the refusal to explain itself upon the 
force of our Armament, as an indication that 


the Assembly desired Ministers to confine 


themselves within the limitations of the first, 


to which they had given their approbation. 
It such was their idea, I think the Ministry 
mistaken. I think the necessity of that equi- 
librium in the Armaments of the two Nations 
indispensible; but it is possible, and even 
likely, that this error of Ministry may have 


been determined upon from a praise-wortny 


motive of resþef and deference to what they 
might have deemed the intention of the 
National Assembly. 

Be this as it may, much precious time has 
thereby been lost. 

It is difficult at present to fit out a Fleet 
of equal number with theirs, to be ready as 
soon as that of England. | 

Bnt, however, there remains a resource 
extremely convenient, and of which the suc- 
cess 1s by no means problematic, viz. To arm 
with all possible diligence the greatest num- 
ber of frigates and of cruixing vessels in our 
power. 
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When war commences before the inter, 
England is extremely vulnerable to France. 
She knows this, and, on that account her 
wars have always been preceded by the 
strongest protestations of esteem for us, and 
the most solemn assurances of her desire ſor 
Peace. 

These assurances should be mutual; but 
to evince their sincerity on the part of Eng- 
land, they ought to be attended by their 
disarming; and that a proper impression 
be made on our own, the refusal of that 
Power to disarm should be attended with a 
it; very serious armament on the part of FRANCE. 
That which the nature of things indicates 

is, as shall be shewn, an armament of frigates 
and of cruising vessels. ExNGLAxD has seven 
. thousand merchant ships abroad, manned 
by about 70,000 seamen. By an intelligent 
il cruize our frigates and light armed vessels 
_ might capture of these a third, or 25,000 ; 
= the number requisite for 50 men of war. 
Of these we may absolutely deprive her. 

It would be absurd if her conduct evinces 
that nothing but war 1s to be expected, and 
| she refuses to disarm, to leave her seamen 
| for 50 ships of war more. 
| { | We should guard ourselves without doubt 
iti from a commencement of bostilities, as long 
1 | as there are any hopes of preserving PEACE ; 
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but if England, in the refusal to disarm, 
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manifest unequivocally her hostile inten- 
tions, we must necessarily be in a state to 
act as soon as ever we have indubitable 
knowledge of her resolves. 

Our cruizers must therefore be ready for 
sea the very moment when every hope of 
peace shall be totally vanished. To furnish 
us with this power, to be assured that the 
zeal of those who arm is employed with all 
possible activity, these people must have a 
probability of gain by their armament, and 
no possibility of a los. It is necessary, to 
effect this, in authorising and inviting them 
to fit out their ships for this service, to fur- 
nish them from the arsenals of the nation the 
necessary stores; and to assure them, that 
if the war do not take place, then they shall 
be reimbursed all their expences in money, 


or in proper assignments upon the national 
domains. 

Of two events, one will in consequence 
arrive; eitber we shall have PEACE, and 
then the money expended in our own 
country for the military preparations pro- 
cured will have been money well employed; 
OR, we shall have Wae, with the advan- 
- tage of having gained 30 millions (livres) 
froin the enemy for our Letters of Marque - 
and our Seamen, and the having weakened 
her power, by robbing her of the possible 
means to equip 50 vessels, will fix and de- 
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eide that punishment well merited by a peo- 
ple, which for the possession of desarts 
engage in a general war, or for what were 
yet more odigus, to hinder her neighbours, 
if possible, from forming a FREE CoNnSTITU- 
TION and aftording a magnificent example 
to HUMAN NATURE. 

Our measures taken in our ports, and 
While our Armaments press on with all pos- 
sible celerity, the King should order his 
minister for foreign affairs, and the ambassador 
of France to notify to the Court of London 
our pacific dispositions---and our prudent 
precautions; our resolution to stop every 
armament, the moment the English disarm 
tbemselves; and, our resolution to use every 
advantage we possess not to make unsuccess- 
ful war, if war be their desire. 

These agents from the King and the People 
of France might be charged to address the 
King and the Ministry of Great Britain in 
something like the following Terms: 

* You, alone, know your actual inten- 
tions. Others can only judge of them by 
* your conduct. Is your wish for War, or 
is it not? If you wish it not, you are 
perfectly sure that it will not be levied 
upon you : The world 1s as certain as you 
can be, that Spain will never attack you ; 
and for our parts it is easy to discern, 
that we have much better employment than 
going to war can be. 
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e You cannot dissemble, that your pre- 

e text of Commerce to the North of Cali- 

« formia is futile and idle. The object is 

« utterly without importance; and if you 
had had no other, you would never have 
« raised the tenth part of your present Ar- 
“ mament for so miserable a Conquest. = 
« If, therefore, you determine on a war, : 

% upon that, or any other pretence of Au- 

«© BITION, for of reason, justice, or well-un- 

« derst99d interest, you have none of any 
« kind; think of the price it would cost, 

„ and be not afraid that your people should 

* also weigh this. Permit your neigh- 

« bours, hitherto your friends, to exhibit 

« the detail of it to the pub'ic eye. 

« You will commence it, burthened with 

« debt, upon the sole resources of an exhaust= 

«* ed credit; you will commence it against two 

* nations; ou of which owes nearly nothing, 

« and the other about to take to its dis- 

| © posal two or three thousand millions of capi- 

| s ©« tal stock, in good lands, which in case of 
gg need your on maned men would buy 
. with eagerness. Where is your balance 
(for such a Power? what CLERGY's po- 
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geszians have you to dispose of, and your 
Y e national Domains what are they worth? 

6% If the war be Hort, it shall be in the 
. « heart of your own Country, and with all 
: « the impetuosity of the French Nation ; 


« weigh, well its attendant calamities. 
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* If it be of long duration, the conquest 
shall be obtained by the last Crown ; what 
wealth have you to employ, which is 
equal even to the fourth part of our na- 
tional Treasure (les biens nationauæ), which 
therein we can consume ? 
Credit You must necessarily obtain; 
we have only to aF. Your Wealth is in 
the hands of Lenders, whom you may 
influence for the Loan, ours is in our 97 
hands. To those who might furnish you 
with money you would give promise of 
payment, which might perhaps be re- 
alized if your Bank were able to resist 
the inspection of our Grenadiers. We 
give to ours effective Exchange, from hand 
to band, for money, monies worth, and in 
some respects superior value: we give them 
PossEssloxs susceptible of improvement. 
„ Thus much for the means of action; 
let us now advert to the manner. 
* You have experienced the nature of a 
regal war with France, and sometimes 
you have thereby suffered severely; but 
you have no one idea of a NATIONAL 
Was, of its activity, its obstinacy, its 
ferocity : of the unity of object and of 
the efforts to direct it, springing from the 
enthusiasm of a new Nat ion, nor of what 
our veteran Warriors are capable in the 
justifying their former fame, or our NEW 
WARRIORS in their aspiration after merit 
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and glory greater even than theirs. We 
say not this boastingly. We ought to con- 
quer you, as we are superior in number, 
and at this time possess a greater treasure 
to employ than you; because, also, our 
Empire 1s essentially though indeed acci- 
dentally more powerful than yours. - Ne- 
vertheless, we do not flatter ourselves, we 
shall terrify you. You might be the most 
precious and extimable FRIEXD we could 
possess ; you are the most respefable 
enemy, that we can possibly have. 
« But if one of the two nations ought by 
no means to pretend the terrifying the 
other; why will vou pretend to it? 
« We are no longer slaves to the intrigues 
of a Court, or to ministerial uncertainty. 
You may have perhaps among us some 
stipendaries; the moment they are suspec- 
ted; they are without power. You can 
neither Inte to seduce our NATIONAL 
ASSEMBLY, the sacred . Depositary of a 
people's confidence, nor our CABINET, the 
observed object of every eye. 
« You find us therefore equally ready 
in the ore or the other event ; equally 
sure in the one or the other, to obtain 
your esteem, and that of every other 
nation. « 
« Wish yon peace? Let us swear it—it 
shall be sacred. Prove, however, that you 
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“really wish it-disarm yourselves, LET us 
* ALL DISARM. 

* Are your inclinations for Far, reserving 
* yourselves however to make it at your 
« own time, by parleying under arms? 
That is neither accordant with our faith, 
* our interest, nor the vivacity of our cha- 
« racter. We will run before your inclina- 
tions. We shall regard your refusal to 
e disarm as a formal declaration of Hosti- 
& lities ; and, from this time to the end of 
the year, we will capture as many as pos- 
“ 8lble of your merchant ships. Our letters 
« of marque will gain by this no doubt, but 
“ it is not from a vile covetousness, that we 
* commence by this operation, it is princi- 
« pally that you may not have the Sailors of 
*« these ships for your men of war. | 

As soon after then, as by our own ef- 
« forts and those of our alles, we shall have 
*« got together a sufficient force to protect 
% Our passage, we Will come gver among you. 
„News from America, and from India is 
* naturally long coming; it will rest with 
« ministers to form combinations for the 
immense Preparations necessary to distant 
« expeditions. We are, however, certain 
« that the power will be theirs, who shall be 
« the masters in EUROPE. We love peace, 
« it is infinitely dear to us; we pant for the 
© indulgence of it; If now you refuse a 
% peace visibly permanent to us, and our 
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„ allies, demanded on our parts with sincere 


e affection ; upon our Hoxok we will come 
& to seek for it in London, and there we 
shall assuredly find it. 

Reply quickly; for the disarming must 
'** commence within a week, or hostilities in 
& a month. But in the name of Heaven! 
answer us as SAGES ; as our INSTRUCTORS 
« tobeFreemen; as theenlightened FRIExps 
« of the whole Human Race.” 

If, after we have acted and spoken thus, 
the English persevere in their in dene for 
War, it is because their arrangements render 
it inevitable; we can no other way correct 
this perseverance than by WAR itself. Then, 
it will be better to make it with promptitude 
and power, than to retard it three months, and 
then mark it with weakness and defeat. In 
the commencement opportunely we shall 
make it vigorously, briefly, and in the most 
advantageous manner possible. 

If, however, on the contrary the ENGLISH 
merit their reputation, if they be really as 


profound thinkers as they would pass for, the 


War will not take place. 

If any thing can prevent it, it must be 
such conduct, such language; there is not, 
there cannot be any ot her. | 

Happy Negotiation! so suitable to my 
country, where nothing is boped for, or had, 
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but from the practice of FRANx KN ESS, of 


FIDELITY, and of CoukRAGE. | 

Assuredly the heart will heave in the de 
ciding upon such measures, where that 
heart be truly humane; it will weigh with 
Sorrow ; it will determine with anguisb! but 
it is not a misfortune for an infant Society to 
be obliged, even in its earliest state, to de- 
clare itself to the world; that necessit 
should be blessed which constrains it. If the 
infant Hercules had not been attacked by the 
Serpents in his Cradle Twenty years might 
have lingered along before his mother could 
have had the transport to know, what would 
one day be the might of HERCULES. 
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POSTCREIFT:. 


Mus here add a few words relative to 
the objections which have been started to 
me, while this Work was in the Press. 

I propose to demand from England a re- 
spective disarming on both sides. 

This mutual disarming cannot compro- 
mise the rights of any, and secures the safety 
of ALL. 

If the pretensions of England be jus, she 
is able to prove their justice, and we will 
engage our Ally to admit them. 
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Sixxrx Vessels of War are an argument, but 
not a REASON. 

We ought not to suffer them to employ 
this argument until reason fail to convince. 
Whoever obstinately refuses this, announces, 
that he relies more upon the power of his 
Ak us than the goodness of his Caust---He 
defies Discuss10N---he appeals to COMBAT. 

This, unjust in itself, is no less so relatively 
to us. 

We should attend to our own security: 
it is just that France subsist, and that she be 
not oppressed or robbed in any way of the 
smallest part of her Empire. It is then just 
that sbe should not suffer the destruction of 
those Neighbours, whose power and en- 
gagements guarantee the integrity of her 
POSSESSIONS. 

If Spain be represensible, France should 
say to England---< I will employ my medi- 
ation to obtain you redress, but I will not 
consent that you pretend to force it for 
yourselves.” When we have a friend, whose 
quarrel is bad, we endeayour to bring Em 
back to reason, but we do not suffer km to 
be assassinated; that would be basezess---1t 
would be also imprudent. He wno would 
strike even with reason at your frimd, might 


in your turn strike without reason at yourself, - 


when your friend was no mor. Where 
there is menace, the man of sens, of worth, 
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of feeling, and of force, forbids the coming 


PowWERS DO MUTUALLY DISARM. 
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to blyws---he hears, decides, and conciliates 
the difference. 

Such is the part which it is becoming in 
FRANCE to adopt at present---REasoNn, PRy- 
DENCE, and IMPORTANCE, UNITEDLY DE- 
MAND HER TO INSIST, THAT THE RESPECTIVE 
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ERRATUM.— Page 7, J. 19. For attacks read attaches, 
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